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WHERE	DO	WE	COME	FROM?	
COSMOLOGY	
	
Week	1:		
08/30	 Laozi,	book	I	…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……1																																						
	
Week	2:		
09/04	 Genesis,	chapters	1-9	…………………………………………………………………………………………………………20	
	

09/06	 Frankenstein	by	Mary	Shelley,	chapters	2-5	………………………………………………………………..…….30	
	
	
HOW	DO	WE	LIVE	WELL	WITH	OTHERS?	
COMMUNITY	
	
Week	3:		
09/11	 “Confucius	and	the	Birth	of	Chinese	Philosophy”	by	Paul	Goldin	…………………………………….50	
	

09/13	 “Crito”	by	Plato	………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....56	
	
Week	4:		
09/18	 “What	Happens	After	Nora	Walks	Out?”	by	Lu	Xun	………………………………………………………...72	

Accompanied	by	a	film	screening	of	A	Doll’s	House	by	Henrik	Ibsen;		
directed	by	David	Thacker	

	

09/20	 Guest	Lecture:	Professor	Lena	Scheen		
Introduction	to	Zhou	Shou-juan's	'We	Shall	Meet	Again'		
and	Two	Denunciations	of	this	Type	of	Story"	by	Perry	Link	…………………………………..………..80	
“We	Shall	Meet	Again”	by	Zhou	Shou-juan;		
translation	by	Perry	Link	……………………………………………………………………………………………….….82	
“People	Who	Insult	People”	by	Ye	Sheng-tao;		
translation	by	Perry	Link	………………………………………………………………………………………………..…86	
“A	Literature	of	Blood	and	Tears”	by	Zheng	Zhen-duo;		
translation	by	Perry	Link	…………………………………………………………………………………………………..87	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



CAN	WE	FIND	INNER	PEACE?	
WELL-BEING	
	
Week	5:	
09/25	 Platform	Sutra	of	the	Sixth	Patriarch,	selections	……………………………………………………………....88	
	

09/27	 Letters	on	Ethics	to	Lucilius	by	Seneca,	letters	1,	13,	23,	&	99	……………………………………..……..93	
	
Week	6:		
10/09	 Civilization	and	Its	Discontents	by	Sigmund	Freud,	chapters	1-3	…………………………………….111	
	

10/11	 Guest	Lecture:	Professor	Pekka	Santtila	
“Helping	or	Harming?	The	Effect	of	Trigger	Warnings	on		
Individuals	With	Trauma	Histories”	by	Payton	J.	Jones,		
Benjamin	W.	Bellet,	and	Richard	J.	McNally	…………………………………………………………………….133	

	
	
WHAT	ARE	THE	BENEFITS	AND	DANGERS	OF	THE	STATE?	
GOVERNANCE	
	
Week	7:		
10/16	 The	Leviathan	by	Thomas	Hobbes,	chapters	13,	14,	17,	&	18	………………………………………..……146	
	

10/18	 “The	Fiver	Vermin”	by	Han	Feizi	……………………………………………………………………………..……....174	
	
Week	8:		
10/23	 “Identity	Crisis	in	Postimperial	China”	by	Thomas	S.	Mullaney	………………………………….……197	
	

10/25	 Guest	Lecture:	Professor	Erica	Mukherjee	
Hind	Swaraj	by	M.K.	Gandhi,	chapters	6,	13,	14,	&	20	……………………………………………………….231	

	
	
WILL	THE	WORLD	COME	TO	AN	END?		
APOCALYPSE	
	
Week	9:		
10/30	 Gilgamesh,	books	7-11	………………………………………………………………………………………………….…..258	
	

11/1	 Commands	and	Admonitions	for	Families	of	the	Great	Dao	…………………………………………….276	
	
Week	10:	
11/6	 The	Drowned	World	by	J.G.	Ballard,	chapters	1-5	…………………………………………………………....297	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



CAN	WE	PROGRESS	TO	A	PERFECT	WORLD?	
UTOPIA	
	
Week	11:	
11/13	 “Cosmopolitanism	and	Equality:	Kang	Youwei”	by	Peter	Zarrow	………………………………….….361	
	

11/15	 The	Communist	Manifesto	by	Karl	Marx,	selections	…………………………………………………..…..399	
	
Week	12:	
11/20	 “‘Mr.	Science,’	May	Fourth,	and	the	History	of	Global	Science”	by	Fa-ti	Fan	………………..….414	
	
	
CAN	WE	KNOW	THE	FUTURE?	
PREDICTION	
	

11/22	 “Yijing	Divination”	by	Joseph	Adler	…………………………………………………………………………………440	
	
Week	13:	
11/27	 “Concerning	the	Characters	which	Fohi,	Founder	of	the		

Chinese	Empire,	Used	in	His	Writings,	and	Binary	Arithmetic”		
by	Gottfried	Wilhelm	Leibniz	…………………………………………………………………….……………..……460	
	

“Forward”	to	the	I	Ching	by	C.G.	Jung	………………………………………………………………………….….465	
	

11/29	 Guest	Lecture:	Professor	Bogna	Konior		
“Algorithms	as	Cartomancy”	by	Flavia	Dzodan	…………………………………………………………….…480	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


